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The initiation of treasonous rebellion dates back to the early 16th century. Treason is explained by the acts in which an individual betrays the government of his country through activities such as spying. Treason was regarded as a criminal offense where the convicted person faced different degrees of punishment based on the level of betrayal. 
According to Tyler, the treasonous rebellion is understood through the analysis of the Habeas Corpus in Wartime, which presents an account of the historical origin of treason in America[footnoteRef:1].  The English Habeas Corpus Act of 1679 is a standard legal tool that was utilized by the English courts to enforce law related to treason[footnoteRef:2]. The treasonous rebellion led to the detention of convicted persons. It is through the Habeas Corpus that the crime of treason received support from the parliament. A loyal citizen of a country is expected to protect the country, and therefore, perpetrators of their own country are often exposed to legal punishment. Through the parliamentary supremacy, a person convicted of treason was suspended and punished based on the law.  [1:  Amanda, Tyler,  L. Habeas Corpus in Wartime: From the Tower of London to Guantanamo Bay. Oxford University Press, 2017.]  [2:  Amanda, Tyler.] 

During the puritan revolution, the acts of state treason were common where convicted persons faced death before the king. The puritan revolution is an illustration of the historical events related to treason in which several cases are presented, indicating treason crimes.  Hundreds of treason convictions were carried out in England during the Puritan revolution, in which the government of London initiated many of the trials[footnoteRef:3]. State treason is a political issue that is connected to the enactment and implementation of the Acts that addresses betrayal. The parliament enacted punishment of treason by death in the year 1654 in which the persons to face the death were determined by the parliament and the die council of state[footnoteRef:4]. Death was done through the use of die machinery.  Treason was a severe crime that offended the state government, and therefore its punishment was a form of deterrence from treason and increase of loyalty among citizens of a country.  [3:  Adele, Hast. "III. State Treason Trials During the Puritan Revolution, 1640–1660." The Historical Journal 15, no. 1 (1972): 37-53.
]  [4:  Adele, Hast] 

The historical development of treasonous rebellion is further explained by the continuous development of laws that were intended to intensify the punishment of treason. In the year 1862, President Lincoln of the US signed a second confiscation act that was directed at confiscating the property of persons convicted guilty of treason crimes[footnoteRef:5]. Through the second confiscation Act, it was made clear that the crime of treason and rebellion against the US government was a stern crime that was punishable by death. The executive directives to punish treason crime by death issued a warning to the perpetrators in the United States. Following the signing of the second confiscation Act, the level of treason crimes in the US declined significantly in the subsequent years[footnoteRef:6]. The second confiscation Act prohibited ant acts such as inciting of rebellion and related acts, where the convicted person was dismissed form government office and charged with treason crime[footnoteRef:7]. In the current times, the treason charges are still punished based on the treason Acts that were developed in the historical years.  [5:  “Teaching tolerance.”  An Act to Suppress Insurrection, to Punish Treason and Rebellion, to Seize and Confiscate the Property of Rebels, and for Other Purposes. Retrieved from https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/texts/hard-history/an-act-to-suppress-insurrection-to-punish-treason-and-rebellion]  [6:  “Teaching tolerance.”  ]  [7:  “Teaching tolerance.”  ] 

Based on an understanding of treason crime, I argue that treason is a crime that should not be punished by death. In as much as treason betrays own country, it is critical to understand the reasons that cause an individual to commit treason.  Respect of dignity of life to the person convicted is essential, and therefore, it should be protected by the law.  It is only justifiable to punish a convicted treason crime by death if the crime causes loss of lives to innocent citizens. Protection of lives and safety of citizens of a country is among the priority areas of the government of the United States, and therefore, any activities that deem to threaten the safety of citizens should be severely dealt with per the law.  If the treason committed by a suspect has no significant consequences, it only justifiable to punish the suspect through imprisonment and confiscation of their property.  The punishment enacted during the puritan revolution support death as an alternative for punishing treason crime, which I strongly disagree with. 
My opinion on the treasonous rebellion has changed in that I regard treason as to any other crime that the law should be lenient about it. Considering the impact that is caused by the treasonous rebellion, it is only justifiable to categorize the crime of treason as less dangerous. Based on the previous studies, there are no recorded links between terrorism and treason. Therefore, the treason crime Act needs to be revised. In many incidences, treason leads to loss of government property, which can be recovered, and therefore, treason crime poses less threat to human life.
In conclusion, the treasonous rebellion is a crime that has been in existence for hundreds of years. From early century’s treason, crime has been punishable by death. Several Acts have been enacted to support treason crimes. Confiscation Acts are among the Acts that address treasonous rebellion among the convicted person. 


Bibliography
Hast, Adele. "III. State Treason Trials During the Puritan Revolution, 1640–1660." The Historical Journal 15, no. 1 (1972): 37-53.
“Teaching tolerance.”  An Act to Suppress Insurrection, to Punish Treason and Rebellion, to Seize and Confiscate the Property of Rebels, and for Other Purposes. Retrieved from https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/texts/hard-history/an-act-to-suppress-insurrection-to-punish-treason-and-rebellion
Tyler, Amanda L. Habeas Corpus in Wartime: From the Tower of London to Guantanamo Bay. Oxford University Press, 2017.





